Recognition of foreign degrees in psychology

If you have studied psychology in another country and wish to practice your profession in the Netherlands, it is important to know the situation regarding the use of professional titles, the value of your foreign degree and membership of NIP.

Protection of titles
The Higher Education and Academic Research Act (Wet hoger onderwijs en wetenschappelijk onderzoek, 'WHW') has been altered in 2002 in order to enclose the new bachelor/master structure. The bachelor part of the academic training program in psychology takes three years and leads to the title Bachelor of Science (BSc). The subsequent master part takes one or two (research version) years and leads to the tittle Master of Science, MSc (but some universities are considering to use the title Master of Arts). The 'old' doctorandus (drs.) title, roughly the equivalent of a Master's degree, also will be maintained. All the mentioned titles have statutory protection under the WHW Act. Only holders of one of these degrees may legally use them. With a foreign degree, you may use the appropriate foreign title, where applicable.

If you wish to use the Dutch academic titles BSc, MSc, MA or drs. in psychology you can ask the Degree Assessment Department of the Informatie Beheer Groep to investigate the possibilities. To determine whether you qualify for a Dutch title, the Degree Assessment Department will need to know what course you have taken abroad, as your course will have to be comparable to a Dutch course of the same kind. The assessment looks for example at the preparatory education and the (nominal) length of study. There is no charge for applying for a Dutch title.
If you believe that you meet these general conditions, it is a good idea to ask for an application form from:

Informatie Beheer Groep
afdeling Diplomawaardering
Postbus 30157
9700 LJ GRONINGEN
Telephone (050) 599 8036
e-mail: ks.dw@ib-groep.nl
The Informatie Beheer Groep will use the information provided by you to investigate whether your degree is to be regarded as equivalent in standard to a Dutch degree. If the outcome of this investigation is positive, you will be granted the right to use the title BSc, MSc, MA and/or drs. In reaching its decisions on titles, the Informatie Beheer Groep makes use of the expertise of NUFFIC (Netherlands Universities Foundation For International Cooperation) in respect of foreign higher education.

Belgian degrees 
If you have obtained your degree in Belgium, you must also apply to the Informatie Beheer Groep for permission to use the Dutch titles BSc, MSc, MA and/or drs. 

Working without a Dutch title 
The Informatie Beheer Groep is not able to provide you with any certification of the value of your foreign qualifications.
If you need such a certification, you can send your degree certificates for evaluation to: 

NUFFIC
Postbus 29777
2502 LT The Hague
telephone (070) 426 0260
www.nuffic.nl
email: nuffic@nuffic.nl 

NIP membership
Under the NIP bylaws (Art. 7.1.a), you may be admitted to full membership of the professional association if your degree is equivalent to the Dutch degree. As a holder of the drs. degree you can become a member of NIP. About the new academic bachelor/master titles the board of governors of NIP has not decided yet. In the new bachelor/master structure you need a bachelor's as well as a master's title in psychology in order to become a member of NIP. For a degree obtained in Belgium (licentiate), membership of NIP is straightforward. If you have obtained your degree in another country, you can be admitted as a member once your qualification has been recognised as equivalent to the Dutch qualification. 

However, you can become a candidate member of NIP while awaiting that recognition. You will then receive the monthly journal De Psycholoog. Once you have been admitted as a full member (i.e. once your qualification has been recognised) the normal NIP contribution scheme will apply and you will be entitled to make use of all the NIP facilities. 

Post graduate education 
The title 'psychologist' is not legally protected in the Netherlands. Therefore NIP introduced the title of NIP PSYCHOLOGIST, which is protected under trademark law. The title is linked to membership of NIP. The rules for the use of the professional designation NIP PSYCHOLOGIST may be obtained from the NIP office. 

In many occasions academic training in psychology is not sufficient to practice psychology in a professional manner. Several postgraduate training programs are available. 

There are three legally protected titles:

· 'Gezondheidszorgpsycholoog BIG' (health care psychologist) 

· 'Psychotherapeut BIG' (psychotherapist) 

· 'Klinisch Psycholoog BIG' (clinical psychologist)

The first title can be obtained by a postgraduate training program, but access is restricted.
For more information on how to obtain these titles with a foreign qualification you may consult www.verwijspunt.nl.

NIP has set up various registration and qualification schemes that are open to psychologists who meet the set requirements, such as:

· Eerstelijnspsycholoog NIP (general psychologist in primary health care) 

· Kinder- en Jeugdpsycholoog NIP (child and adolescent psychologist) 

· Kinder- en Jeugdpsycholoog Specialist NIP (child and adolescent psychologist, specialist level) 

· Psycholoog van Arbeid en Gezondheid NIP (work and health psychologist) 

· Psycholoog Trainer NIP (psychologist trainer) 

· Beroepskeuze- en Loopbaanpsycholoog NIP (vocational and career progression psychologist), 

· Lichaamsgericht Werkende Psycholoog NIP (psychologist practising body-centered therapy)

If you need more information about recognition of foreign degrees please contact the Dutch centre for Information on Recognition:
 
Informatiecentrum Diplomawaardering
www.idw.nl
e-mail: info@idw.nl
Tel.079 – 321 7930 (9.00 – 12.30 uur) 

